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SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS 
AND HIS WORKS. 
I. 

Amonc the distinguished characters of the last cen- 
tury, who exercised great influence upon the profes- 
sion or vocation to which their abilities led them, we 
may class Sir Josnvua Reynotps. It is sufficient 
for the term of a man’s life and the natural powers 
of his mind, that, in whatever direction his capacity 
may develope itself, he should continue, in order to 
excel, to cultivate the object to which his capacity 
tends, so as to make such object individual, and his 
own. Painting is, and has been, from the early days 
of the world, one of the great arts of life; and to 
that department of it, which is occupied in the deli- 
neation of portraits, Reynolds was throughout his 
life most chiefly and successfully devoted. 

The legends of antiquity tell us that portrait- 
painting took its rise in very old times in the city of 
Corinth, in Greece, from the circumstance of a young 
woman tracing the profile of her lover by his shadow 
cast upon the wall by alamp. This was to serve as 
a memento during a separation, which the dread con- 
cerns of war were about to inflict upon them :—and 
in this dwells one of the great charms and incentives 
to this species of painting,—a charm which incites 
and enchains the mind with the desire to possess, in 
spite of time, of absence, space, and death, such a 
means of calling up the features, looks, and expression 
of those whom we have loved and lost on earth, that 
they may seem to be constantly with us in this world, 
as we trust they will be eternally in the next. What- 
ever may be the merits and excellencies of all other 
species of painting, whether they be of a mental or 
mechanical kind, they cannot in this one quality com- 
pete with the tracing of portraits; for the latter 
ministers to the best and holiest of human propensi- 
ties, and excellence in this ministration is naturally 
and deservedly rewarded. That the painting of por- 
traits is, and has been, liberally rewarded, as condu- 
cing to gratify pride and vanity, cannot be denied : 
but we do not refuse the good because sullied with 
evil; and we do not refuse due honour to Sir Joshua, 
though, as Northcote remarks, he thought it his 
duty “to discover only the perfections of those whom 
he represented.” 

The general tenor of the foregoing sentiments has 
been long ago confirmed by the pen of Johnson, who 
speaks of this department of the art as being “ em- 
ployed in diffusing friendship, in renewing tenderness, 
in quickening the affections of the absent, and con- 
tinuing the presence of the dead.’ The exercise of 
of this art, he goes on to observe, every man 
desires “‘ for the sake of those whom he loves, and 
by whom he hopes to be remembered. This use of 
the art is a natural and reasonable consequence of 
affection : and though, like all other human actions, 
it is often complicated with pride, yet even such pride 
is more laudable than that by which palaces are 
covered with pictures, that, however excellent, neither 
imply the owner's virtue, nor excite it.” 

The subject of this paper was born at Plympton, 
in Devonshire, in 1723, and was one of a large 
family. His father was a clergyman and master of 
the grammar school of the place. He has been 
accused of neglecting the education of his son ; but 
if young Reynolds’ attention was not driven to the 
acquirement of literature in the ordinary course, it 
was owing to his strong natural predilection for 
sketching, principally, the human features. His con- 
scquent neglect of the pursuits, which education im- 
poses on the young, was a source of much rebuke 
from his sire:—poetry, painting, and the fine arts, 
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generally having been found to bring their incipient 
professors into much trouble, for neglecting, in the 
judgment of their older and wiser friends, better and J 
more substantial interests. Some of the most dis- 
tinguished poets have been in early life educated with 
a view to the law: Reynolds was destined to the prac- 
tice of physic. But having a natural tendency to 
limning, he could not nor did he attempt to restrain 
the impulses of nature. Hence he was deficient in | 
the routine of scholastic learning ; but, though he > 
believed that genius and capacity were identical, and 7 
that he possessed these in reference to the arts, he | 
did not fall into the seductive fallacy, which some- | 
times leads genius astray, namely, that fits of inspira- 7 
tion beget skill, and thereby relieve the possessor | 
from earnest and assiduous toil. 

From his earliest years, therefore, till he was about | 
nineteen years of age, his time was chiefly taken up J 
in copying such pictures and prints as came within his 
reach; in taking likenesses of his friends and rela- 7 
tions ; and in perusing all such books as fell in his % 
way, which treated of painting and perspective. Some | 
of his performances at length struck the attention 7 
of his father, who, thereupon, by the advice of his © 
friends, sent Joshua to London, where he began his 7 
professional studies under Hudson, the most cele- | 
brated portrait-painter of the day, on the 18th of 7 
October, 1741, which day is the festival of St. Luke, | 
the reputed patron of painters, ; 

In the practice of portrait-painting, it has been jj 
wisely and acutely observed by those who are com- 
petent judges of the merit of it, that it is not sufficient 
to satisfy the judgment, to give merely an exact and Ff 
mathematical likeness of an individual, if there be not | 
imparted to the picture an expression which shall § 
arouse in the beholder’s mind such an idea of vital 
warmth, as we should entertain if we actually beheld the 
living prototype of the portrait. In this, we are told 
Hudson, the preceptor of Reynolds, was essentially de- 
ficient ; though otherwise a distinguished and accurate 
maker of portraits: whereas, Reynolds, by connecting 
the latter excellence with the former, rose, on this 
ground, to the very top of his profession. He remained 
with Hudson about three years, and then returned into 
Devonshire; the separation having probably taken 
place, in consequence of Reynolds pursuing a style 
of painting very much out of the ordinary beat. The 
event, which led to their parting was Reynolds’s © 
painting the portrait of an old servant-woman of § 
Hudson's. This picture astonished his master, and 
obtained unbounded applause in the Gallery. 

Having acquired the friendship and patronage of 
several distinguished persons, Reynolds soon after 
returned to London, and lived for a while in St. 
Martin's Lane, which was then the favourite residence 
of artists, and where something like an Academy was 
established. 

As most of those, which are esteemed to be the 
best productions of the best painters of the middle | 
ages, are congregated at Rome; and as Rome has, in 
consequence, been held to be the finishing academy of 
artists; it was only a natural desire in Reynolds 
about this time to visit the city of the Seven Hills, 
In the year 1749, after voyaging about with Commo- 
dore Keppel up the ;Mediterranean, he landed at 
Leghorn, and proceeded direct to Rome. 

It is a most interesting and astonishing circum- 
stance in the history and profession of painting, that 
Reynolds, and many other distinguished painters, 
when at Rome for the purpose of viewing, studying, 
and imbibing the principles of the great masters, 
should have felt but little impression from them at 
the early contemplation of their performances. To 
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describe the feelings of Sir Joshua, as he has inge- 
nuously developed them, would be to pourtray the 
feelings of many other professed admirers of the fine 
arts, leaving their ingenuousness out of the question. 
The keeper of the Vatican told Reynolds that many 
visitors at Rome, who went to see the paintings, and 
Raphael's in particular, would ask, when they had 
seen the whole collection, where the performances 
of Raphael were to be found ?—and would not be- 
lieve, that they had already passed through the rooms 
where they were kept. When Reynolds found that 
others, even the greatest of painters, had stood in the 
like case with himself, in not all at once admiring 
and appreciating the merits of Raphael, he felt com- 
forted ; and solaced himself with the just and wise re- 
flection, that he himself was then in the midst of 
works executed upon principles, with which he was at 
first totally unacquainted; that he had come from a 
country where the arts were then in a low state; 
that the name of Raphael, and his admirable paintings, 
did not owe their reputation to the ignorance and 
prejudice of mankind: consequently that he himself 
had come to the Roman School, not to congratulate 
himself on his own acquirements, but to relearn the 
principles of his art. In ashort time, he tells us, a 
new taste and perception dawned upon him; that, 
instead of admiring stiff and extravagant attitudes, he 
began to feel the sober dignity and majestic simplicity 
of tke illustrious Italian to be more congenial with 
the feelings of his own soul. Before he left Rome, 
therefore, he became one of the daily worshippers of 
these models of excellence in the art. On the other 
hand, he remarks, that many visitors at Rome, who 
had no taste or feeling for the art, made pretensions 
to instantaneous raptures at the sight of Raphael's 
works. 

The whole character and conduct of Reynolds in 
life was marked by urbanity and courtliness. His 
behaviour, when thrown into the way of pretenders 
to the art of painting, is happily sketched by Gold- 
smith at the conclusion of his “ Retaliation.” The 
deafness of Sir Joshua, there alluded to, was brought 
on by a dangerous illness, which he suffered at 
Rome. 

To coxcombs averse, yet most civilly steering ; 

When they judged without skill, he was still hard of 
hearing : 

When they talked of their Raphaels, Corregios, and stuff, 

He shifted his trumpet, and only took snuff. 


The reader will gain some idea of the taste and 
genius of Sir Joshua Reynolds, from the frontispiece 
to the present number. “The Infant Academy” is a 
happy example of our artist's power in grouping and 
designing children, and in pourtraying the innocence 
of youth and childhood. By the will of Sir Joshua, 


the second choice was given to Lord Palmerston, of 


any picture of his (Sir Joshua’s) own painting; and 
his lordship chose “ The Infant Academy,” which has 
been made known to the world through the engraving 


by Hayward. 





Tue wise man, says the Bible, walks with God; 

Surveys, far on, the endless line of life; 

Values his soul, thinks of eternity, 

Both worlds considers, and provides for both: 

With reason’s eye his passions guards; abstains 

From evil; lives on hope, on hope, the fruit 

Of faith; looks upward, purifies his soul, 

Expands his wings, and mounts into the sky ; 

Passes the Sun, and gains his Father’s house, 

And drinks with angels from the fount of bliss, 
PoxoKk’s Course of Time. 








’ dar ; and these we proceed briefly to explain. 
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THE CALENDAR. 
» Golden Number . ° ° 17 


1 

2. Epact . ° . . - 26 

3. Solar Cycle . . ° . 1 
1840. 4, Sunday Letters . : P - E&D 

5. Roman Indiction . ‘ ° 13 

6. Number of Direction . r — 

7. Julian Period : 3 : 6553 





Tue following article is supplementary to an article 
entitled, ““ WHat is aN ALMANAC ?” p. 150, Vol. XV., 
of this work. The terms used at the head of this 
paper, are usually denominated the CHRONOLOGICAL 
AND Common Nores of the Almanac or Calendar. 

Tue CaLenpar is an adjustment of time, accord- 
ing to rule, for the use of society. The term 
‘‘Calendar” is derived from an old classic word 
implying to call, from the circumstance of the 
Pontifex Maximus, the head of the ancient Roman 
priests, proclaiming, on the first day of the month, 
the date of the appearance of the new moon, and the 
festivals tv be observed throughout the month. 

In the early stages of society, the progress of time 
was estimated by the courses of the sun and moon; 
the former marking out.years, seasons, and days; 
and the latter, months and -veeks. 

But, as we observed in the former paper, of the 
several divisions of time, it has been most difficult to 
determine with accuracy, the month and the year; 
since the revolution of neither the sun nor the mvon 
is completed in an exact number of days. To re- 
concile the revolutions of the sun and moon, with 
the common account of time, and to make them 
agree with each other, was the objeet held in view 
upon reforming the Calendar on the following re- 
markable occasions :— ’ 

i. Julius Cesar, being convinced by the Greek 
astronomer, Sosigenes, that the year then employed 
was too short, and that it could never be properly 
settled but by referring it to the (apparent) annua! 
revolution of the sun, and finding that about ninety 
days had been lost by the old reckoning, made the 
first Julian year to consist of 444 days, which was in 
consequence called the “ year of confusion.” This 
year was thus made to terminate at the proper 
season, The following years, with the months, were 
then adjusted nearly as they are at present ; and, as 
the year was from that time made to consist of 3654 
days, a day was inserted every fourth year, between 
the 6th and 5th of the Calends of March, (which 
days answer to the 24th and 25th of February); so 
that, the 6th day of the Calends of March being re- 
peated, there were accounted to be two sirth-days of 
the Calends of March, and the day thus inserted was 
named bissextus dies, or the double-sixth day; whence 
we call Leap-year, in which this addition is made, 
Bissertile. 

ii. But, as the year does not consist of guile 3654 
days, it was found, in the sixteenth century after the 
birth of Christ, that the course of the civil year was 
ten days in advance of the course of the sun. The 
calendar was, therefore, again corrected by Pope 
Gregory the Thirteenth, A. D. 1582. This, which is 
called the new style, was adopted in England, a. p, 
1752, as noticed in our former paper. The regu- 
lations assumed in this second reformation of the 
Calendar, are such as, reckoning from the sixteenth 
century, will make the civil year and the course of 
the sun to differ after the lapse of 4000 years, only 
to the amount of one day ! a 

Tue Nores given at the head of this article, were 
the elements employed in the correction of the Calen- 
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1. The Gotpen NuMBER is the number which any 
given year holds in the Lunar Cycle, which is a period 
of nineteen years, at the lapse of which the new 
moons take place on the same days of the same 
months respectively as at the commencement of the 
cycle. Therefore, while the sun performs its annual 
course nineteen times, those of the moon amount to 
235. The importance of this discovery in the regu- 
lation of time was held to be so great, that the rule | 
for ascertaining the number of the year in the Lunar | 
Cycle was inscribed in letters of gold on a tablet, set up | 
in the market-place of Athens, inGreece. Hence, the | 
term GotpreNn number. The rule is given in the | 
Calendar which prefaces the Church service. 

2. The Epacr is the number of days over and | 
above all the complete courses of the moon, for any 
number of years, in any part of the Lunar Cycle. 
Hence, it is the moon's age at the beginning of any | 
year; that is, the number of days which have elapsed 
since the last new moon in the preceding year. 

3. The Sotar Cycue is a period of twenty-eight | 
years, which, owing to leap-year, must necessarily 
pass round before the days of the month can return | 
respectively to the same days of the week as at the 
commencement of the cycle. 

4. The Dominical or Sunpay LetTTER is one of | 
the first seven letters of the alphabet; which letters 
are used to denote respectively the days of the week, 
and one of which letters must of course fall to the 
Sunday throughout the year. But, owing to leap- 
year, their order is every fourth year disturbed ; so 
that the Solar Cycle must pass round before the let- 
ters can fall respectively to the same days of the 
week. The present being leap-year, there are two 
Sunday letters; the left-hand letter is used till the 
end of February, and the other till the end of the 
year. 

5. Roman INpICTION was a period of fifteen 
years appointed by the Emperor Constantine, a.p. 
312, for the payment of certain taxes from the sub- 
jects of the empire. 

6. The Numper or Direction. It having been 
decided by an assembly of Christian bishops at the 
Council of Nice, in Asia, a. p. 325,that Easter Day 
is always “ the first Sunday after the Full Moon which 
happens upon, or next after, the 21st of March,” it 
follows ihat Easter Day cannot take place earlier than 
the 22nd of March, or later than the 25th of April ; 
so that from one date to the other (both inclusive) 
are thirty-five days. The number of direction is that 
day of the thirty-five, on which Easter-Sunday falls. 

7. The Junian Periop consists of 7980 years ; 
which is produced by the multiplication into each 
other of the Solar Cycle, the Lunar Cycle, and the 
Roman Indiction (28 X 19 x 15 =7680). This 
period is reckoned from 709 years before the creation 
of the world, when the three cycles are supposed to 
commence together; which circumstance cannot take 
place again until the lapse of the entire period, a. p. 
3267. 

The Roman Indiction and the Julian Period are not 
now of practical use in the Calendar; but the other 
observations will serve to assist those who wish to 
understand the Calendar, which is prefixed to the 
Church service, in the Prayer-book. 





Brest Solitude! when life’s gay hours are past, 
Howe’er we range, in thee we fix at last. 

Tossed through tempestuous seas, the voyage over, 
Pale, we look back, and bless thy friendly shore ; 
Our own strict judges, our past lives we scan, 

And ask if virtue has enlarged the span: 





If bright the prospect, we the grave defy, 
Trust future ages, and contented die, 
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THE DUCHY OF SAXE-COBURG-GOTHA. 


Cosure is a country which has been as yet little 
visited by travellers, because it does not lie in the 
course of the great roads; but the fine scenery, the 
unsophisticated and original old German tone of 
manners, the economical mode of living, and the 
celebrity of its reigning family, will probably gradu- 


| ally attract many strangers. 3 
The ducal house of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha is of the ~ 


, Lutheran religion. The reigning duke is Ernest, 


born January 2, 1784, who succeeded to the. throne, , 
He was married, first to Louisa, © 
| petoeeae of Saxe-Gotha, from whom he was separated ~ 


December 9, 1806. 


| in 1826, and who died in 1832, and secondly, in 1832, 


| to Maria, daughter of the late Duke Alexander of q 
Wiirtemberg. He has two sons, Ernest, the heir ap- ~ 
1818, and Albert *, born the © 


parent, born June 21, 


succeeding year. Of his two sisters, Julia, married 


_ to Prince Constantine of Russia, from whom she was 
divorced in 1820, is dead; 3 
duchess of Kent, born August 17, 1786: he has also © 
_ two brothers, Ferdinand, born 1785, and Leopold, 


king of the Belgians, born 1790. The former has 


| three sons and one daughter; the eldest son, Ferdi- 


nand, is married to Donna Maria, queen of Portugal. 


The following is a view of the provinces of the q 


duchy and of their population :— 
Areain Geo. Popula- 
8q. Miles. tion, 1832. Towns. Towns. 
ier 9-50 
of Coburg is 
Principality 
of Gotha 


Market Vil- 
lages. 


ee a es 


37 ... 130,231 ... 9 


According to the latest census, the entire population 
amounts to 131,861. 

The principal towns are, Gotha (13,006 inhabit- 
ants), and Coburg (9067). With the exception of 
the Jews, all the inhabitants are Germans, and all 
are Lutherans, except 2000 Catholics and 1000 Jews. 

In this duchy, there are three gymnasiums and 
classical schools, one academical gymnasium, two 
seminaries for schoolmasters, one ladies’ school (at 
Coburg), thirty-five town schools, and 300 village 
schools. The revenue is 1,100,000 florins. The 
public debt amounts to 3,000,000 florins. The con- 
tingent to the army of the confederacy is 1366 men. 

The government is a constitutional monarchy : 
representatives form one chamber only. Gotha, how- 
ever, has still its old diet (three classes in one cham- 
ber). The qualification to vote for a deputy of the 
nobles is constituted by the possession of a seignorial 
estate (Riitergut). For the deputies of towns, every 
citizen is entitled to vote who has never been a bank- 
rupt, and who has not been punished for transgres- 
sion of the laws. 

In the villages, the householders form the constitu- 
ency. The deputies must be of the Christian reli- 
gion, citizens of the state, thirty years of age, and 
men of unblemished reputation. Those of the towns 
and villages must have either an estate free from in- 
cumbrances, worth 5000 florins, or an annual income 
of 400 florins. Officers of the government appointed 
for the purpose, superintend the election of the 
knights and of the citizens: in the villages, the elec- 
tions are superintended by the ordinary officials. 

The ministry is cor:posed of one minister of state, 
and of three privy-ccuncillors. 

The highest court of justice is the supreme court 
of appeal; the lower courts are the colleges of justice 
at Coburg and Gotha; and finally, throughout the 


* The husband-elect of our gracious sovereign Queen Victorias 
Eo. Sut, Mag: 





the other is Victoria, | 


the 5 
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country, justice is administered by bailiffs, magi- 
strates, and patrimonial judges. 

The chief officers of the court are, a first marshal 
of the court, and a grand equerry. 

The present Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha was for- 
merly Duke of Saxe-Coburg and Saalfeld, but, in 
1826, he ceded the latter, and obtained the duchy of 
Gotha, with exception of the lordship of Kranichfeld. 
After this change of territory, one of the first acts of 
his government was ‘the creation of a privy-council, 
consisting of the officers of government both in 
Coburg and Gotha. A decree of October 30, 1828, 
established in each duchy a separate college of justice, 
which takes cognizance of matrimonial matters, for- 
merly falling under the jurisdiction of the consistorial 
court. Each duchy has its own system of internal 
administration, taxation, and excise. On the other 
hand, for both Coburg and Gotha, there is only one 
high consistorial court for ecclesiastical affairs and for 
public instruction, and only one war-office. Accord- 
ing to the new regulations, the fees which were for- 
merly claimed by the officials, are now the property 
of the state. In 1830, a journal was established for 
the more prompt promulgation of laws and edicts. 
On the Ist of July, 1829, the army was reorganized, 
so that the soldiers of both duchies (1366 in number) 
were made to form one infantry regiment of the line, 
divided into two battalions. 

- The funds for the preservation and increase of the 
books, pictures, and coins, at Gotha, have been lately 
enlarged.. The government has particularly distin- 
guished itself in encouraging trade and commerce. 
Monopolies were abolished in Coburg, so early as 
1812; in Gotha, in 1829. Exhibitions of home pro- 
ducts and trade schools have been established; and 
all impediments to commerce have been removed. 

The French revolution of 1830, produced a tempo- 
rary sensation in Coburg and Gotha, which led to no 
important results. But in the distant principality of 
Lichtenberg, which had been ceded to the duke by 
the Congress of Vienna, in 1816, its effects were such 
as not only to disquiet the inhabitants, but also to 
weaken the moral force of the government. Awakened 








by these circumstances to a sense of the difficulty of 
governing a separate territory, inhabited by a restless 
population, the Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha has since 
sold the principality of Lichtenberg to the King of 
Prussia. 

In this duchy no preference is given to birth in 
electing officers of state. Difference of religion does 
not affect the equal enjoyment of political rights. 
Every citizen is bound to serve for a certain period 
in the army, should he be chosen by lot, or to find a 
substitute. No citizen can remain in arrest for the . 
space of twenty-four hours without being informed of 
the cause of his apprehension. 

The territories of the Duke of Gotha lie in Thurin- 
gia; they are extremely fertile, well cultivated, and 
thickly populated. Agriculture is their principal source 
of prosperity. The northern districts: are plains, in- 
tersected by chains of hills; the south is mountainous 
and woody. 

The principal products are corn, potatoes, carrots, 
and other vegetables, flax, poppies, aniseed, woad, 
and an immense quantity of wood, which is the staple 
article. A few hops are grown; there is not much 
fruit, and the wine is only made for vinegar. There 
are plenty of pigs and poultry, but the horses are of 
an inferior breed. The country contains mines of 
iron, manganese, coal, and slate. There are nume- 
rous worsted-spinners and linen-weavers, particularly 
in the hilly districts. There are also woollen and 
cotton manufactories, but they are not very numerous. 
Other articles of manufacture are iron-ware, wire, 
copper goods, stockings, tobacco, glue, leather, and 
soap. There are five paper-mills, three porcelain, 
and three hardware manufactories. 

The exports are corn, wood, wool, woad, manga- 
nese, pitch, potash, bilberries, coriander-seeds, aniseed, 
butter, linen, iron goods, sausages, and livers of 
geese, 

Coburg, the capital of the principality of Coburg, 
and formerly the residence of the duke, is situated 
in a delightful country; it contains more than 800 
houses, and about 9000 inhabitants. One of the 
most prominent public buildings is the palace of 
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Ehrenburg, in which the present duke has made large 
improvements. It now contains a library, a cabinet 
of natural history, of medals and prints, and an ar- 
moury. In the neighbourhood of the town is the 
castle of Coburg, which contains a workhouse and a 
house of correction. In the town itself is a gymna- 
sium, supplied with a library, with specimens of 
natural history, and medals. There are a senate 
house, an orphan asylum, a casino, an armoury, and 
a government house, built in an Italian style of archi- 
tecture. Amongst the curiosities of the place are 
Luther's room, which contains some beautiful wood- 
work, and the alabaster monument of Duke John 
Frederic, in the church of St. Maurice. The principal 
places of amusement are the theatre, the casino, the 
redoute, and the musical club. In the neighbourhood 
are the beautiful old and new walks, the ruins of the 
castles of Callenberg and Lauterburg, and the lovely 
seat of the duke, the Rosenau. 

Gotha, the capital of the duchy of Gotha, and also 
a residence of the present duke, contains about 1300 
houses, and 13,000 inhabitants. The palace of Fried- 
enstein contains a very good library, a collection of 
coins, a museum of natural history, a Chinese cabinet, 
a picture gallery, and remarkable collections made by 
the late duke,—the whole forming a treasure of litera- 
ture and art, such as few moderate towns can boast 
of. In 1824, the museum, which was given to. the 
country by the late duke, Frederic, was opened. The 
ducal libraries contain 150,000 volumes. The walls 
and fortifications of the town have been changed into 
ornamental walks. Near the town is the observatory 
on the Seeberg, 1189 feet above the level of the sea. 
In the neighbourhood, too, is the palace of Fried- 
reichsthal, containing some valuable monuments of 
Italian art, and the orangery and park, where the 
Dukes Ernest and Augustus are buried. 

The chief places of amusement and public resort 
here, are the theatre, ball-rooms, and public gardens. 
In the neighbourhood of Gotha are two ducal palaces, 
and the Moravian colony of Neudietendorf. 

The heuse of Saxe-Coburg is indisputably the most 
fortunate of all the existing great families of Europe. 
No common lot has attended them in our time, and 
they appear destined to fill a remarkable place in 
modern history. The reigning duke has succeeded 
to the inheritance of the duchy of Saxe-Gotha, which 
he enjoys in addition to his original sovereignty of 
Coburg. His brother, Leopold, was born under an 
extraordinary star; he first married the heiress to the 
British throne, and subsequently a daughter of the 
King of the French ; two ladies not less amiable than 
elevated ; and, after declining the throne of Greece, 
he has been chosen King of Belgium. One sister 
espoused the Archduke Constantine of Russia, and thus 
in the ordinary course of events would have become 
Empress of all the Russias. The history of another 
sister, the Duchess of Kent, is too well known to re- 
quire comment; she is the mother of the Queen of 
England. Another brother has married one of the 
greatest heiresses of the Austrian empire, the daughter 
of the Prince of Kohary, and occupies the high post 
of lieutenant field-marshal, in the service of the em- 
peror. Finally, a nephew of the Duchess of Kent is 
the reigning King ef Portugal. An impartial review 
of the progress of this distinguished race compels us 
to add that it does not owe its success to unworthy 
intrigue; its members bear their great estate with 
prudence, with good sense, and with moderation; and 
their domestic qualities form an antidote to the venom 
which generally pursues a career of success. 


From Germany; the Spirit of her History, Literature, Social 
Condition, and National Economy, &c. By Dr. Bisser Hawkins. 
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THE LAND OF CONTRADICTIONS, 


Ture is a land in distant seas 

Full of all contrarieties. 

There beasts have mallard’s bill and legs, 
Have spurs like cocks, like hens lay eggs. 
There parrots walk upon the ground, 

And grass upon the trees is found ; 

On other trees—another wonder-— 

Leaves without upper side or under. 

There pears you'll scarce with hatchet cut ; 
Stones are outside the cherries put ; 

Swans are not white, but black as soot. 
There neither leaf, not root, nor fruit, 
Will any Christian palate suit ; 

Unless'in desperate need you'll fill ye 
With root of fern and stalk of lily, 

There missiles to far distance sent 

Come whizzing back from whence they went. 
There a voracidtis ewe-sheep crams 

Her paunchi with flesh of tender lambs ; 
While, stend of bread, and beef, and broth, 
Men feast on many a roasted moth. 

There quadrupeds go on two feet, 

And yet few quadrupeds so fleet. 

There birds, although they cannot fly, 

In swiftness with the greyhound vie. 

With equal wonder you may sce 

The foxes fly from tree to tree; 

And what they value most, so wary, 

These foxes in their pockets carry. 

There courting swains their passion prove 
By knocking down the girls they love. 
There every servant gets his place 

By character of foul disgrace ; 

There vice is virtue, virtue vice, 

And all that’s vile is voted nice. 

The sun, when you to face him turn ye, 
From right to left performs his journey. 
The north winds scorch, but when the breeze is 
Full from the south, why then it freezes. 
Now of what place can such strange tales 


Be told with truth but New South Wales ? 


For men to judge of their condition by the decrees of God 
which are hid from us, and not by his word which is near 
us and in our hearts, is as if a man wandering in the wide 
sea, in a dark night when the heaven is all clouded about, 
should yet resoive to steer his course by the stars which 
he cannot see, but only guess at, and neglect the compass, 
which is at hand and would afford him a much better and 
more certain direction.—TiILLorson. 


Tue brave only know how to forgive; it is the most refined 
and generous pitch of virtue human nature can arrive at. 
Cowards have done good and kind actions, cowards have 
even fought, nay, sometimes.even conquered; but a coward 
never forgave: it is not in his nature; the power of doing 
it flows only from a strength and greatness of soul, con- 
scious of its own force and security, and above the little 
temptations of resenting every fruitless attempt to interrupt 
its happiness. —STERNe. 


Tue knowledge we acquire in this world I am apt to think 
extends not beyond the limits of this life. The beatific 
vision of the other life needs not the help of this dim twi- 
light ; but be that as it will, I am sure the principal end 
why we are to get knowledge here, is to make use of it for 
the benefit of ourselves and others in this world; but if by 
gaining it we destroy our health, we labour for a thing that 
will be useless in our hands ; and if by harrassing our bodies, 
(though with a design to render ourselves more useful,) we 
deprive ourselves of the abilities and opportunities of doing 
that good we might have done with a meaner talent, which 
God thought sufficient for us, by having denied us the 
strength to improve it to that pitch which men of stronger 
constitutions can attain to, we rob God of so much service, 
and our neighbour of all that help, which, in a state of 
health, with moderate knowledge, we might have been able 
to perform. He that sinks his vessel by overloading it, 
though it be with gold and silver, and precious stones, will 
give his owner but an ill account of his voyage—Locug. 
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THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE MONTHS. 
I. JANUARY. 


Then came old January, wrapped well 

In many weeds to keep the cold away; 

Yet did he quake and quiver like to queil ; 

And blowe his nayles, to warm themif he may: 

For they were numbed with holding all the day 

An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood, 

And from the trees did Jop the needlesse spray.—Srensrr. 





THs month derives its name from Janus, a deity 
represented by the Romans with two faces looking in 
opposite directions, and typical of the past and the 
future. Janus was the god of gates and avenues, 
and held a key in one hand, and a rod in the other, 
symbolical of his opening and ruling the year. This 
month is chosen as the commencement of the year, 
in preference to March, when the ancient year began, 
probably because the lengthening of the days being 
the chief cause of the return of Spring, may there- 
fore be considered in reality as its commencement. 
The time of the renewal of nature varies greatly in 
different countries, but in our own there is certainly 
less appearance of such a change in the month of 
January than at any other period; for “as the days 
begin to lengthen, the frost begins to strengthen.” 

The weather during this month is frequently clear, 
cold, and bright, and the beautiful effects of hoar- 
frost are often sufficient to give animation to a land- 
scape, which would otherwise look blank and dreary. 
Every branch and spray is fringed with delicate crys- 
tals, sparkling in the sun’s rays with the lustre of 
diamonds; and there is not a single blade of grass, 
cr a plant, however insignificant, but may become, 
when adorned with these radiant gems, the object of 
our highest wonder and admiration. The very weeds 
which we are accustomed to pass unnoticed, or to tread 
Leneath our feet, 

Now shine 
Conspicuous, and in bright apparei clad, 
And fledged with icy feathers, nod superb. 

All those effects which are produced by the transient 
morning dew of summer, are now exhibited, and still 
more strikingly, in the brilliant hoar-frost ; and were 
it not that the constant recurrence of the wondrous 
scene has taught us to look on it with some degree of 
indifference, we could not fail to be struck with feclings 
of admiration and delight. In the remembrance that 

Nature is but a name for an effect, 

Whose cause is God, 
such a scene is well calculated to inspire us with en- 
larged ideas of the power of that wonder-working 
Hand, which, whether in the vast or in the minute, is 
equally faultless in performance, inexhaustible in 
resource, infinite in variety, and unwearied in opera- 
tion. The examination of a blade of grass, or even 
of a spider's web, laden with this frozen dew, will 
prove how inimitably beautiful, and passing human 
art to imitate, are the least of the works of God. 

The beautiful hoar-frost is nevertheless only one of 
the effects of the absence of heat during this season 
of the year. As the cold increases, the surfaces of 
rivers and lakes become fixed, and converted appa- 
rently into floors of marble, and during this change 
the water expands, and in its solid state occupies more 
space, at the same time that it becomes lighter than 
before. This remarkable circumstance appears at 
first sight to contradict the general law of the expan- 
sion of bodies by heat, and their contraction by cold, 
that is, by the diminution of heat; but the difficulty is 
lessened by considering that water does contract by 
cold, according to this law, within a certain limit, and 
that having reached this limit, and become condensed 
in the greatest degree of which it is susceptible by 
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cold alone, a re-arrangement of particles takes place, 
* by which the crystalline form of the solid which is 
about to be produced occupies more space than the 
particles in the liquid form.” ‘“‘ Now supposing,” says 
Mr. Tomlinson, “that water regularly contracted from 
its liquid to its solid state, it is quite clear that a cer- 
tain bulk of ice would occupy less space than the bulk 
of water which formed it. Its weight would be, in 
short, bulk for bulk, greater than that of water, and 
it would consequently sink ; and our streams in win- 
ter, instead of the superficial crust of ice which covers 
them, and which is easily thawed, would become one 
solid mass of ice, destroying all that life with which 
the waters teem, and would take a whole summer to 
become again liquid, since water is so imperfect a 
conductor of heat.” 

One effect of this property of water to expand 
during the process of congelation is to diminish the 
height of mountains; for the rain and melted snow 
remaining in their cavities and fissures during the 
summer season, become frozen, and seeking to occupy 
a greater space than before, force out masses of rock 
with irresistible power, and send them thundering 
down to the valley beneath. Another, and a gene- 
rally useful effect, is the preparation of the earth to 
receive its destined seed, in consequence of the crum- 
bling to pieces of the heavy clods of the field, by the 
expansion of the frozen moisture within them. 

At the time when the frost is severe enough to pro- 
duce these effects, how beautiful, how elegantly diver- 
sified, are the forms it assumes on the windows of our 
apartments, where we may sometimes fancy a resem- 
blance to the fretted roof and clustered columns of 
some ancient building, or trace what may seem “ the 
sparkling trees and shrubs of fairy-land,’ or seek in 
vain, among its thousand capricious shapes, “ the like- 
ness of some object seen before.” These beautiful 
appearances are due to the condensation of moisture 
from the atmosphere of our dwellings, on the cold 
panes of glass, and its subsequent expansion into 
crystals. The same kind of starry crystals are found 
in the frozen water of the clouds, or snow, which forms 
a covering for the earth of unrivalled purity, and 
affords protection from the extreme severity of the 
frost to the plants which lie beneath it. 

But while the plants are thus protected from the 
rigour of the season, how fares it with the minstrels 
of the grove? where do they find a substitute for the 
leafy shelter of the trees, and how are they able to 
supply their wants, when the rivers are frost-bound, 
and the land covered with a fleecy deluge? Doubt- 
less when the frost is of long continuance, thousands 
of them die of cold and hunger, or become the prey 
of man, as they venture near to shelter themselves in 
the warm neighbourhood of his dwelling. Blackbirds, 
thrushes, and fieldfares, nestle together in banks, and 
under hedges, and frequent the vicinity of towns. 
Larks find shelter in the warm stubble, and tribes of 
small birds courageously surround our houses, and 
take possession of our farm-yards, in search of their 
precarious sustenance. The yellow-hammer, the 
chaffinch, but especially the audacious sparrow, beset 
our path, and seem to claim a share in the food with 
which we are so abundantly supplied; while the 
friendly redbreast seeks and finds a welcome every- 
where. Redwings, fleldfares, skylarks, &c., find a 
partial supply in wet meadows, and along the water’s 
edge, while these remain unfrozen. The ringdove 
subsists on ivy-berries; water-fowl quit the frozen 
marshes for the neighbourhood of rapid streams, 
where the swiftly-passing-current escapes its icy fet- 
ters, and leaves its richly embroidered banks to dis- 
play the wonders of the mighty agent. Sea-birds 
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also leave the shore, and frequent the larger rivers, 
while nearer home we observe the effect ‘of the severe 
weather in the sad and half-petrified appearance of 
the cattle, which are seen creeping to the corner which 
seems best adapted to shelter them from the keen air, 
and waiting in mournful silence for their customary 
supply of fodder. Many animals remain in a death- 
like state of torpor, during the winter, and many 
others sleep away the greater part of the scason, re- 
ceiving nourishment from the fat which they had 
acquired in summer. Thus it happens that the bear, 
marmot, &c., come out in the spring greatly emaciated, 
but during summer they gain so much in bulk as to 
be able to undergo another season of torpor. 

Intense cold and deficiency of food embolden the 
fox, the weasel, the polecat, and other predatory 
quadrupeds to attack the hen-roost and the farm 
yard. The. fearful attacks of hungry wolves are 
happily known ‘to: us. only: by: tradition. in: our own 
country, or by the reports of, travellers in Alpine 
lands. Even the timid hare approaches the abodes 
of man to feed on the garden vegetables. Rabbits 
greatly injure the young trees by nibbling off the 
bark as high as they can reach. ' The tit-mouse sceks 
food in the thatched coverings of houses and walls, 
and the farmer. keeps his early lambs and calves 
within doors, tending them as carefully and as gently 
as his own children. ’ 

The vegetable kingdom too has put on winter dress 
or retired to winter quarters. The roots of herbace- 
ous plants are safe under ground, ready at the 
return of warmth to throw up their young shoots. 
The soft and tender parts of. shrubs and trees, are 
wrapped up in hard buds ; the larger kinds“of which, 
such as thuse of the horse-chesnut, the sycamore, 
and the lime, are covered with a sort of resin which 
resists the most intense cold. . Sometimes, however, 
a tree which is less securely guarded than its fellows 
by those kind provisions of, nature, has its juices 
frozen, and it then spilts asunder by the formation of 
the ice, and perishes. . By the end of the month the 
leaves of the woodbine appear ready to expand ; the 
winter aconite and bear's foot are often in flower, 
and in sheltered situations the red dead-nettle and 
groundsel. The snow-drop is preparing its modest 
bell and the catkins of the hazel begin to open. 

On mild days the slug or shell-less snail is moving 
about to the injury of the young wheat and garden 
plants. The bodies of these animals are covered with 
slime, as the whale is with blubber; this non-con- 


ducting substance enables them to withstand the 


cold. 

The frost suspends most of the out-door work of 
the farmer. His team can now move over the frozen 
fields as easily as on the high-road; he, therefore, 
carries out manure to his fields; or he lops his 
timber, or repairs hedges. The labourer warms 
himself in the barn by the constant use of the flail ; 
or when work is over, he retires to his snug chimney 
corner, and if honest and industrious, he need not 
fear the want to his family of “‘ meat, clothes, and 
fire.” But still there is no season of the year in 
which charity is more efficacious than in this. Those 
who from their warm and snug retreats hear the 
cold wind without, should think upon their poorer 
fellow-creatures and relieve their necessities. 

Rivers and canals are no longer the high-roads for 
watermen and bargemen: these are out of employ- 
ment, while troops of skaters and sliders usurp the 
domain of the boat and the barge. 

It was at such a season as this that the pious 
Krummacher composed his Winter Lay of which 
we offer the following translation. 
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Ah! why reposest thou, so pale, 
So very still in thy white veil, 

Thou cherish’d Father-land ? 
Where are the joyous lays of spring, 
The varied hue of summer’s wing, 

Thy glowing vestment bland ? 

But half-attired, thou slumberest now, 
No flocks to seek thy pastures go, 

O’er vales or mountains steep : 
Silent is every warbler’s lay, 

No more the bee hums through the day, 

Yet art thou fair in sleep ! 


On all thy trees, on every bough, 

Thousands of crystals sparkle now, 
Where'er our eyes alight ; 

Firm on the spotless robe we tread, 

Which o’er thy beauteous form is spread, 
With glittering hoar-frost bright. 

Our Father kind, who dwells above, 

For. thee this garment pure hath wove, 
He watches over thee. 

Therefore in peace, thy slumber take, 

_ Our Father will the weary wake, 

New strength, new light to see. 


Soon to the breath of spring’s soft sighs, 
Delighted thou again wilt rise, 

In wond’rous life so fair. 
I feel those sighs breathe o'er the plain, 
Dear Nature, then rise up again 

With flower-wreaths:in thy hair. 





MIGRATION OF HERRINGS, 


Tue great winter rendezvous of the herring is within the 
arctic cirelé, and there they spend many months of the year. 
In the spring, this mighty army begins to put itself in 
motion. We distinguish the united shoals by that name, 
because the word herring comes from the German heer, an 
army, and expresses their number. They begin to appear 
off the Shetland Isles in April and May; these are only 
the forerunners of the great shoal which comes in June; 
and their appearance is marked by the numbers of birds, as 
gannet, and other sea-fowl, which come to prey upon them. 
When the main body appears, its breadth and depth are 
such as to alter the appearance of the very ocean. It is 
divided into distinct columns of five or six miles in length, | 
and three or four in breadth, and they drive the water before | 


‘them with a kind of rippling: sometimes they sink, for the 


space of ten or fifteen minutes, and then rise again to the 
surface: and in fine’ weather reflect a variety of splendid 
colours, like a field of the most precious gems; in which 
light this gift of Providence ought in very truth to be viewed. 

The first check this army meets with, in its journey south, 
is from the Shetland Isles, which divide it into two parts; 
one wing takes to the eastern, the other to the western, 
shores of Great Britain, and fill every bay and creek with 
their numbers ; others pass on towards Yarmouth, the great 
and ancient mart of herrings; they then pass through the 
British Channel, and after that disappear. The other wing, 
which takes a westerly direction, after presenting themselves 
at the Hebrides, where the great stationary fishery is, pro- 
ceed to the north of Ireland, where they meet with a second 
interruption, and are obliged to divide again; one party 
takes the west of Ireland, and is soon imperceptible in the 
immensity of the Atlantic; but the other shoal passing 
into the Irish Sea feeds the inhabitants of its coasts, These 
last are often capricious in their motions, and do not, like 
the grand body, show an invariable attachment to their old 
haunts. The object which induces this yearly migration, 
is the spawning, or depositing of their eggs. 

Herrings are found, also, in vast shoals, on the coasts of 
America, as low down as Carolina. Chesapeak Bay is in- 
undated with them. We find them also in Kamtschatka, 
and they probably visit Japan. The Dutch are passionately 
fond of pickled herrings, and the first boat that arrives, is 
entitled to a prize. The herring dies as soon as it is taken 
out of the water; hence the proverb as dead as a herring. 
The Dutch call a merry-andrew, pickle-herring, and from 
this, also, we borrow some colloquial expressions. 
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